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SHAWN MCQUATE, ILLUSTRATOR

Shawn McQuate has been crea  ng his haun  ng and intriguing drawings for 
just a few years, but his unique style has evolved drama  cally during that short 
 me. No one could have predicted that Shawn would decide to become an art-

ist in his early 50s ... he is legally blind as a result of a previous illness and has 
had no formal training in drawing techniques.

A former ballet dancer, Shawn is also a choreographer and fashion designer 
whose work will be featured at the Club 57 Exhibit at MoMA in the fall of 2017. 
As a friend to Keith Haring, Kenny Scharf and Ann Magnuson in the early ’80s, 
Shawn created fashions and dances for Club 57 shows and was an ac  ve par-
 cipant in the early punk arts and music scene in New York City. 

Shawn’s Crea  ve Process for Illustra  ons:
“I always start with an abstract ‘fi eld’ onto which I can project something that 
I would not have imagined if I simply drew an image already in my mind. Even 
when I have a specifi c topic in mind, I o  en have no idea how the image will 
come out in the end. I draw an abstract structure of shapes, going in a spiral 
and following my own rules for connec  ng the shapes and fi lling up the fi eld. 
When the basic fi eld is defi ned, I contemplate it with the belief that there is an 
image within the fi eld that ‘wants’ to be drawn. 

“When crea  ng an illustra  on, I research the subject in advance to load my 
subconscious. Then I extract from those visualiza  ons to create something 
new out of all the elements. For my house-shaped drawings, I looked at images 
of Victorian mansions to inform my outline of the house. Then I fi lled it in with 
‘fi elds’ that would become each room. For the Tree of Strange Fruit, I started 
with a tree trunk and branches, and then made a fi eld of leaf shapes around 
the branches and fi lled it in with faces and other whimsical objects.”

Above Le  , “Man in Ecstasy”
Above, “Na  ves’ Pine”
Right, “Bird Man”
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Reindeer  TreesVision of Life and Love in Clouds of Night



Lady with CaneWhat’s Inside ...
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The Tree of the Strange Fruit Sky People
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Devil-Angel-Dude Meditates
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Townhouse Tornado
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Planet Humane Night Gaze
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Great Sacred Spirit & Friends

Wai  ng for the Resurrec  on (on the Moon)

The Bench
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Gingerbread House House of Horrible


